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the repayment of old scores on equal terms on the floor of
the most democratic Parliament in the world.
The Conservative Government went to the debate on a
short formal Queen's Speech without constructive proposals
knowing that it was to die. Carson was not to take part in
the debate, but he had the experience of answering from the
front bench two questions on Irish administration, and
joined the roll of those few and privileged persons who
appear for the first time in Parliament on the Government
Front Bench, The ce Address in answer to Her Majesty's
most gracious Speech " was moved in a polished speech by
a colleague of Trinity days and the Four Courts, Mr.
Dunbar Barton. It was a debate on Home Rule from first
to last, and Carson saw and heard most of the great political
figures for the first time. Mr. Asquith moved the Liberal
amendment, expressing want of confidence, with classic
dignity and grace : the Government was dead ; their cause
was ruined ; the people had spoken. " Roma locuta est."
Causa finita est," said the faultless scholar of Balliol. But
Carson's new friend, also a scholar, was able to turn this
quotation, by a witty inversion, against him. Yes, indeed,
it was Rome, the Church of Rome, that had spoken, and
had decreed the result of every Southern Irish election. " The
Archbishops and Bishops of Ireland have spoken," said
Mr. Darling, " the priests have acted, and the case is
finished." Then came a most interesting diversion into the
main stream of discussion on the Union between England
and Ireland. The new Liberal member for Finsbury, Mr.
D. Naoriji, the first Indian ever to be elected to the British
Parliament, rose and contributed a maiden speech. He spoke
with deep and glowing gratitude of England's work for
India, which had breathed " new life into a land which had
been decaying for centuries." His conclusion, which ex-
pressed the hope that the connection between England and
India, that comprised five-sixths of the British Empire,
might long continue with benefit for the two countries, and,
indeed, his whole oration, seemed to be a rare argument
by analogy from this exotic Gladstonian, not against but for
the Union, and was a strange contrast to the bitter reproaches